






Within months of our founding Design 
Evanston began providing design assistance 
to city departments and commercial 
interests:

1982: Arts Council, Virag Jewelers and 
construction of Custer/Washington Park.
1983: Signage for YWCA, Preservation 
Commission, Video Adventure, Central 
Street, City of Evanston for Noyes parking 
lot and CTA viaduct at Howard Street, JeRon 
Camera.
1984: Chamber of Commerce, Dewey 
School playground, City Planning 
Department for lakefront pathway system, 
site planning at Noyes Street and Noyes 
Court, landscape planning for 1800 Sherman 
and site planning at 2652 Green Bay Road. 
1985: Parking and landscape plan for Noyes 
Cultural Center. 
1987: Former Marshall Field’s building condo 
development plans.
2007: Master plan for West Evanston project 
and proposed “Evanston Tower” in downtown 
Evanston.
2012: Trader Joe’s Chicago Avenue project.
2014: Main and Chicago mixed use project.

Design Assistance

2007
Evanston Tower
(photo: evanstonnow.com)



Over the years, Design Evanston has 
collaborated with the city and Chamber of 
Commerce to address specific design and 
planning challenges.

1984: Co-hosted Illinois Downtown 
Development Association’s annual 
conference, hosted meeting with civic and 
business organizations about the need 
for design review on public and private 
development.
1987: Held a well-attended design charette 
at the Civic Center to review the Research 
Park master plan.
1991: Established the public library design 
competition guidelines and hosted Richard 
Whitaker, competition jury chairman, to 
speak about the competition.
1992: Sponsored a design charette focusing 
on the future of the Dawes House.
1998: Sponsored a design charette that 
resulted in changes to the Church Street 
Plaza development.
2006: Provided recommendations to the city 
on ways to improve the development review 
process.

Civic Engagement

September 2009
Website launched with a 
grant from the Driehaus 
Foundation.



Design Evanston’s purpose has always been 
to advocate for the best possible design of 
our built environment. To further that goal, 
our 2008 revised by-laws added the mission 
of “Instructing the public on architectural 
topics.” Public events have been a regular 
feature of our programming.

1982: Hosted Filmfest. Over 70 people 
attended to see six award-winning films that 
addressed architectural and planning issues.
1984: Co-hosted a public forum to discuss 
the implications for Evanston if the 1992 
World’s Fair were to be held in Chicago.
1988: Hosted a lecture by AIA Fellow and 
Evanston resident, Larry Perkins.
2004: Sponsored QD1: A panel discussion 
on what constitutes “Quality Design.” 
Panelists included noted Chicago architect 
Carol Ross Barney. 
2005: Sponsored QD2: A panel discussion 
on what constitutes “Quality Design” 
moderated by Evanston resident and 
Chicago Tribune columnist John McCarron.
2011: Presented a design film series 
featuring films about architecture and design. 
Sponsored QD3 on the topic of “Realistic 
Sustainable Design” for Evanston. 

Public Outreach

DesignEvanston
presents

Quality Design
A multi-media event showcasing “good design”
ideas, policies, practices and examples, including
recent Design Evanston award winners.

7pm Thursday, October 7, 2004

Gallery Mornea
602 Davis Street, Evanston, Illinois 60201

Panel discussion with Carol Ross Barney, FAIA,
architect, Edward Keegan, AIA, architect/critic
and John Syvertsen, FAIA, architect.

Refreshments will be served

October 2004
First Quality Design 
program



In more recent years Design Evanston 
members and guests have enjoyed visits to 
many sites of architectural and landscape 
design interest.

2008: Crabtree Farm, Jewish 
Reconstructionist Congregation synagogue, 
marketing showrooms for The Chicago 
Spire.
2009: Crown Fountain at Millenium Park, 
Farnsworth House.
2010: “Green” Evanston homes, Ragdale, 
Illinois Holocaust Museum.
2011: DE Award winning buildings on 
Northwestern University’s Evanston campus, 
Farnsworth House.
2012: Lakeside, an SOM master-planned 
community on the former U.S. Steel South 
Works plant, South Quads on Northwestern 
University’s Evanston campus.
2013: Walgreens Net Zero Evanston store.
2014: McCormick Place rooftop garden
2015: Aqua Towers rooftop garden & Maggie 
Daley Park, The 606 Trail.
2016: Stone Terrace B&B.

Member Tours

October 2015
606 Trail Tour

DesignEvanston
The Chicago Spire

Tuesday, November 18 at 6pm
A tour of the Calatrava-designed building’s showroom in the NBC tower.

The Chicago Spire by Santiago Calatrava is a unique collection of 1200 
residences on the shores of Lake Michigan. Designed by on of the world’s 
most celebrated architects, The Chicago Spire is the most significant 
residential development in the world. http://www.thechicagospire.com

Free for DE members. $5 for guests & non-members.
RSVP & $ by 11.11

RSVP to Jack Weiss - jw@jackweissassociates.com or 847 866 7480

November 2008
Chicago Spire Tour

Design Evanston
Walking Tour of the 606 Trail
10:00am Saturday, October 24, 2015

Join Design Evanston members and friends for a two-hour walking tour of the 606. 
Critic Blair Kamin said the 606–named for the city’s zip code prefix–“could be the 
city’s next great space”. The 2.7 mile trail, built on the former Bloomingdale railroad 
line, runs from Ashland Avenue on the east (where it used to serve Goose Island) to 
Ridgeway on the west, near its intersection with the main north-south rail lines.

Andrew Vesselinovitch, AICP, project manager at Ross Barney Architects for the 
“Bloomingdale Trail and Park Framework Plan,” will lead the tour. Prior to joining 
Ross Barney, Andrew was project manager for the Bloomingdale Trail at the Trust for 
Public Land’s Chicago Office. We’ll meet Andrew at the West Trailhead on Ridgeway, 
two blocks south of Armitage and walk to the East Trailhead at Ashland. If you drive, 
there’s adequate street parking in the neighborhood. If you bike, contact Jack Weiss 
(847 866-7480) to ride there as a group. 

Gather afterward for an optional lunch at Courtland’s Garage, 1645 W. Courtland, just 
blocks north of the East Trailhead. Walk back to your parked car or bike.

The tour is free for DE members* $10 for non-members.
Please register by October 21 at event@designevanston.org

*Check member list on the Design Evanston website, designevanston.org, to confirm 
that your membership is current. If your name isn’t listed please take advantage of 
the $40 two-year membership renewal option.

Photo: mnn.com



Evanston 150

In response to the city’s request for projects 
to highlight Evanston’s 150th anniversary, 
Design Evanston proposed a book on 
Evanston’s architectural history.

In 2013 we published Evanston: 150 Years, 
150 Places. DE members Stuart Cohen, 
Kris Hartzell, Heidrun Hoppe, Laura Saviano 
and Jack Weiss spent nearly two years 
reviewing nominations, researching, writing, 
photographing the sites and designing the 
book.

At the book launch on June 27 Mayor 
Elizabeth Tisdahl, City Manager Wally 
Bobkiewicz and State Rep Robyn Gabel 
were in attendance. Nearly three years 
after the launch, the book, now in its third 
printing, has generated over $10,000 in 
sales on our website, Amazon, the Chicago 
Architectural Foundation and through many 
local booksellers.

All profits are used to support Design 
Evanston activities.

June 2013
Design Evanston 
publishes Evanston: 150 
Years 150 Places



Open House Chicago

As the result of the success of our book 
Evanston: 150 Years, 150 Places we lobbied 
the Chicago Architecture Foundation (CAF) 
to consider adding Evanston to its annual 
event featuring Chicago architectural and 
cultural places.

We formed a collaboration with the City of 
Evanston, Evanston Chamber of Commerce, 
Downtown Evanston, Evanston Community 
Foundation, Evanston History Center, 
North Shore Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
Northwestern University and others to 
promote the idea.

CAF accepted the challenge and Design 
Evanston realized a landmark victory in our 
goal to inform the public about “architectural 
topics” in our city.

On October 17 & 18, 2015, Evanston 
saw over 16,400 site visits at the fourteen 
places the planning group had identified, 
including ten from our book. Of the nineteen 
neighborhoods featured in OHC only 
downtown Chicago and Lincoln Park had 
more site visits.

October 2015
Open House Chicago 
expands to include 
Evanston

Open House Chicago - Evanston October 17-18 2015



© 2016 Design Evanston

Evanston: 150 Years 150 Places can be purchased 
in softbound or hardbound editions on our website: 
designevanston.org, or at Amazon, Bookends & 
Beginnings, Chicago Architecture Foundation, 
Downtown Evanston, Evanston History Center and 
Chicago-Main Newsstand.

“Good design is good business.”
Thomas Watson, Jr. (1973)


